
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

                                    October 2023     www.columbusco-op.org      Vol. 35. No. 10 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

Electric Co-ops Grow for the 
Communities They Serve  

October is National Co-op Month 

   October is National Co-op Month, and Columbus 
Electric Cooperative is joining cooperatives across the 
U.S. to celebrate. Co-ops come in all shapes and sizes, 
but they each have a common goal: to provide goods or 
services for the members of the co-op.  
   Electric co-ops, including Columbus Electric 
Cooperative, exist to serve their members. Our priority 
is to provide affordable, reliable energy to our local 
communities. Because we are led by you, the members 
we serve, we can evolve to meet your needs.  
   This October, as we celebrate Co-op Month, we’re 
focusing on the ways “Co-ops Grow” for their 
members.  
   Co-ops Grow Communities: Co-ops help 
communities grow by promoting economic 
empowerment, fostering community engagement and 
supporting the unique needs of co-op members. 
“Concern for Community” is one of our core 
principles––and being community-focused is essential 
to everything we do.  
   Co-ops Grow Together: Co-ops are all about 
cooperation, not competition. That’s why electric co-
ops work together to share lessons learned, successful 
strategies and better ways to serve our members. We’re 
better when we grow together! 
 

   Co-ops Grow Tomorrow’s Leaders: Electric co-ops 
serve as fertile ground for growing tomorrow’s leaders 
through a variety of youth engagement programs. 
Whether through school demonstrations, community 
events or the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour program, 
we’re committed to providing opportunities for local 
youth to learn and thrive in our community and beyond. 
   Co-ops Grow for You: At Columbus Electric 
Cooperative, your satisfaction is our number one goal. 
It’s why we were formed many years ago to fulfill a 
uniquely local purpose. We’ve come a long way since 
then, and your needs continue to evolve. That’s why 
we’ll never stop growing for you! 
 

Every year Columbus 
Electric Cooperative 

sponsors two high school 
students to attend the once 
in a lifetime government in 

action Youth Tour to 
Washington D.C 

Pictured- 2023 Youth Tour 
Delegate LeeOra Jarvis. 
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Power in Your Hands  
By Anne Prince    

Recently, one of our newer employees asked me what 
makes electric co-ops different than other types of 
utilities. This month, I thought I’d tell you of few of the 
things I told her.  
   Because we’re a co-op, we operate a little differently 
than other utilities. Columbus Electric Cooperative’s 
decisions are made locally, by directors who also live 
right here in our community. Everyone who pays to 
receive electricity from the co-op is a member. When 
you pay your electric bill each month, your money 
stays here – to pay for the electricity used, or to make 
improvements to our local system to strengthen service 
reliability. The money you pay the co-op doesn’t line 
the pockets of shareholders five states away. We’re a 
co-op, and we exist to provide a service to you, our 
local members. 
   You may notice that throughout the year, we schedule 
opportunities for you to attend co-op events, like our 
annual meeting so we can hear from you. Members can 
also contact us anytime through our website and calling 
or stopping by our office.  
   Our success lies in your satisfaction, which is why we 
offer these opportunities to engage and listen to what 
you have to say.  
   Because you’re part of an electric cooperative, you 
can count on our team to maintain local jobs, at-cost 
electricity and first-class service, no matter what the 
economy––and supply chain issues–throw at us.  
    
 

Columbus Electric Cooperative is striving to keep our 
costs as low as possible so we can keep more money 
in your pocket.    
   We want to help you maximize the value you can 
get from our services and offerings. For example, we 
can help you save on energy bills through our rebate 
and water heater programs.  
   If you want to receive important information from 
Columbus Electric Cooperative, such as power 
restoration updates and planned power outages. You 
can stay in the know through our monthly newsletter 
and enchantment magazine, following us on 
Facebook and Twitter and visiting our website. 
   Please know that you––the members of Columbus 
Electric Cooperative––are at the heart of everything 
we do. Co-ops adhere to seven guiding cooperative 
principles that reflect core values of honesty, 
transparency, equity, inclusiveness and service.  
   We exist to serve you and provide the quality, 
reliable, friendly service you expect and deserve. 
While we’ve grown over the years, we’re still driven 
by the same guiding principles to serve our 
community. We hope to see or hear from you soon. 
This co-op was created for you, the members. The 
power is in your hands.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Board Highlights 
The Board of Trustees, at their 
September meeting, reviewed 
and approved the operating and 
financial reports for the month 
of August. They also appointed 
voting delegates from the Board 
to the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative regional meetings 
taking place in October. 

Notice: Energy Assistance and Moratorium Protection (LIHEAP) 

Protection from winter shut-off begins November 15, 2023. To avoid potential 
disconnection of services please contact the New Mexico Human Services Department at 
800-283-4465, or the appropriate tribal or pueblo entity for eligibility information for low-
income heating energy assistance program (LIHEAP). Your service will not be 
disconnected from November 15, 2023, through March 15, 2024, if you meet the 
qualifications of LIHEAP and have no past due amounts or you remain current on any 
settlement or installment agreement for amounts due as of November 15, 2023. Members 
of New Mexico tribes or pueblos who need help with translation or with other matters may 
contact the commission’s consumer relations division at (888) 427-5772, who will contact 
the appropriate tribal or pueblo official for assistance. 
Para información en español llame 1-800-950-2667. 
 

Our office will be 
closed Friday, 

November 10th in 
observance of 
Veterans Day 


