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NMPRC APPROVES CEC RATE 
ADJUSTMENT 

At Columbus Electric we understand all too well the 
financial strain everyone is going through. We are all 
dealing with the stress of the economic situation at home 
and at work.  Your electric cooperative is no different.   

We discussed with you at the annual meeting the increases 
in our wholesale power cost as well as the increased cost 
for materials and supplies.   We are proud to say that we 
have successfully maintained rates since 2013, but like all 
of you the rising cost of most everything is putting upward 
pressure on our cost of doing business.   

We had an outside consultant complete a cost of service 
study to evaluate the amount of revenue needed to cover 
the cost of providing reliable electric service to our 
members and how that revenue should be recovered from 
each of our rate classes so that it is equitable. The study 
showed what we already knew – costs had increased 
significantly since our last rate filing, and a rate adjustment 
was necessary to ensure that we can continue to operate 
the system and meet the financial ratios required by our 
lenders.  Because we are a not-for-profit utility, the rates 
are designed only to recover the increased operating costs 
of business. 

On April 3, 2024, we filed with the New Mexico Public 
Regulation Commission (NMPRC) for a rate adjustment – 
the first proposed rate increase that we have filed in 11  

years.  A Notice of Filing was published in the March 
Enchantment magazine to notice members of the proposed 
rate adjustments and described the rates in detail.  The 
NMPRC approved the rate adjustment and the rates took 
effect on May 3, 2024.  The new rates are reflected on your 
June bill included with this newsletter.   

Also adjusted were our fees and charges for things such as 
connects, reconnects, service calls, returned checks, meter 
tests, and meter tampering.  These fees had not been 
adjusted since 1989 when they were first established.   

We strive every day to hold down costs while still 
providing the reliable, quality service that you deserve!   

If you have any questions, feel free to call our office. 
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Electric Co-ops Grow for the 
Communities They Serve  

October is National Co-op Month 

   October is National Co-op Month, and Columbus 
Electric Cooperative is joining cooperatives across the 
U.S. to celebrate. Co-ops come in all shapes and sizes, 
but they each have a common goal: to provide goods or 
services for the members of the co-op.  
   Electric co-ops, including Columbus Electric 
Cooperative, exist to serve their members. Our priority 
is to provide affordable, reliable energy to our local 
communities. Because we are led by you, the members 
we serve, we can evolve to meet your needs.  
   This October, as we celebrate Co-op Month, we’re 
focusing on the ways “Co-ops Grow” for their 
members.  
   Co-ops Grow Communities: Co-ops help 
communities grow by promoting economic 
empowerment, fostering community engagement and 
supporting the unique needs of co-op members. 
“Concern for Community” is one of our core 
principles––and being community-focused is essential 
to everything we do.  
   Co-ops Grow Together: Co-ops are all about 
cooperation, not competition. That’s why electric co-
ops work together to share lessons learned, successful 
strategies and better ways to serve our members. We’re 
better when we grow together! 
 

   Co-ops Grow Tomorrow’s Leaders: Electric co-ops 
serve as fertile ground for growing tomorrow’s leaders 
through a variety of youth engagement programs. 
Whether through school demonstrations, community 
events or the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour program, 
we’re committed to providing opportunities for local 
youth to learn and thrive in our community and beyond. 
   Co-ops Grow for You: At Columbus Electric 
Cooperative, your satisfaction is our number one goal. 
It’s why we were formed many years ago to fulfill a 
uniquely local purpose. We’ve come a long way since 
then, and your needs continue to evolve. That’s why 
we’ll never stop growing for you! 
 

Every year Columbus 
Electric Cooperative 

sponsors two high school 
students to attend the once 
in a lifetime government in 

action Youth Tour to 
Washington D.C 

Pictured- 2023 Youth Tour 
Delegate LeeOra Jarvis. 



Board Highlights 
The Board of Trustees met on 
May 23, 2024.  They approved 
the 2024 audit agreement 
with Bolinger, Segars, Gilbert 
& Moss out of Lubbock, TX to 
perform the 2024 financial 
audit. The audit will take place 
in late August or early 
September. 

Our office will be 
closed Thursday, July 
4th in observance of 
Independence Day! 

As a member of CEC, you can 
purchase a brand new 40- or 

50-gallon electric water heater
through our water heater

program at a discounted price of 
$50 for 40 gallons and $60 for 

50 gallons. For more information 
about the program call       
1-800-950-2667 or visit

columbusco-op.org/rebates. 

Cooperatives around the world operate according to the 
same set of core principles and values. One of these 
seven cooperative principles is “Concern for 
Community”. Putting this principle into action, we 
recently participated in a few high school career fairs 
in our service area.   
 

We’re Concerned for Our Community 


